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LFo30MBL, s3065b530, GMA 9OH060 IgNMEMEIMAO0MHO BsBm 030y, YY) HMIgeo mdo
9900¢905 Bs0m3z5emb ,,dLMBE0M MISE®, 56 SOBYDIMBL. M35, 8331)35OMs ©YIMI3gLMds
056b3gds 89997 300GHIO0Ig0DY: Mo IMbsfowgmdl y39es oo Lsbgwdfonm 56 dsmo
36530 qLMds, dOAMEYd0 J08EOBIMYMAL M5Y60dg 3bEBH0696EHBY s 393w gbs 3O 3gEgds
ALMx3om InbobEgMmdol o BofoBy. 2565 530Ls, ML 5gd3l 2obaMmdmdso balnsmo s
0f393L 3ol d9damdo Abmzeom Falmoaol G®MmbLEmMMIsEosl.

396L532900M5d0m Lo0bEHIOILMS HOBIOE 3530 EHMbOLS S 3MmEWgH 3903090l Joge 2003 Fgarls
3°9m 3990 fogbo 300390 mxom mdol Lsfyoligdo®, Lo 9HMO 130 WIS ME
ALemx3om mdobs s Jobo 2obLsBLIMYE0 30:0EHIM0IGOOL IR060E0L gbgds. 53EMEGOOL
dobg30m, dmbsfowrg o Lobgwdfonmms MsMmEIbmds MbEs 5©09dsEgdMmEgL bryml, Lomds®o
095¢®0 bs 30390 gdMm©IL 80603999 MO 3mbE0BIBEGHBY o ™AL MBS sHalosmMgdLIL
alb3g9m3ol Jsmso 063 blogmds.

TABLE 1.1. World Wars
Number of
War Dates  great powers Countries’ Severity” Intensity*
Grand Alliance 1689-97 5 ABFNS 680 6,939
Spanish Succession 1701-14 5 ABFNS 1,251 12,490
Austrian 174048 6 ABFPRS 359 3,379
Succession
Seven Years’ War 1756-63 6 ABFPRS 992 9,118
French 1792~1802 5 ABFPR 663 5,816
Revolutionary
Wars
Napoleonic Wars 1803-15 5 ABFPR 1,869 16,112
All European wars, 1815-1913 3 or fewer A:6;B: 1; Fewer Fewer
1815-1913 (N = 18) F:8R:s than than
217 1,743
World War I 1914-18 8 ABFGIJRU 7,734 57,616
World War II 193945 7 BFGIJRU 12,948 93,665

# Countries participating in war: A: Austria-Hungary; B: Britain (England); F: France;
G: Germany; I: Italy; J: Japan; N: Netherlands; P: Prussia; R: Russia; S: Spain; U: United States.

P Severity of war: total battle fatalities suffered by great powers, in thousands.

¢ Intensity of war: total battle fatalities suffered by great powers, per million European population.

LogEEolbIMs, G dmbsfiorg o Lobgwdfoxzmms Bsdmbsmgzawrdo hobgmo bdoGms 56
336300905, 3099H9535 0dobY, HMA OMYMEE Sbany, oy dgmag bowmzmbgdo, Bobgmo
dbobaErgmdol MH5MmEIbMdOm JM0-9HM0 V0L Lobgwdfoxzm ogm. 1930-40-056 Hargddo
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9965960m0900). 1928 {erosb sfiggdmeo 439960l 0bMLEBHM05w B35 1339 0dEgMES
b9 dqlobgd d99a90L.

36HMd9ds 0bss, MM Bobymds, HMBgedsi LsdFMmms 3038060l d9dg Y39wsbY OO
ALbgM30 2500M, 396 33M35 BB M 5V0MYOS IBOZWIO 15AY300gIMM WOEIMSGHIMSTO.
05906 OmEs BLogMmsbagmol 3MEsdMMSE0MbOLEMHO Mgsg0d0 oMo 393 9bols
b93dd3969wmd00 mJob 999y 3931960l BMbgdoL gosbsfowgdols dmbsfiowrgw 0diss,
B0bgm0 — M990 F9dMHIMWO — BOHOEWdo MRS, HMYMO3 393960 533Md.: ,09 3094530
Lox3MBYYNOL GoMOo, berrm EYMEro — dobo Jobgzoe0®.

Poll in France : "In your opinion, which country contributed most
to the defeat of Germany in 1945 2"(Source : polis [FOP 1945, 1994, 2004, 2015)
M USSR BUSA B United Kingdom

May 1945 1994 2004 2015
Olivier Berruyer, woww les-crises fr

590l dobgbo gbsderms ymaowoym bobgymol 0339600l 4sblibzs39d99w0 gm®ms: dolo
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23993 1530 ol LEMEIRLLMZ96 IM5T5TgE 56 5©0J359d. FoMIS 5T, 30bOL
0b5LG00L 9999y Bs8MmYse0d9dwo LEbYEBHoBM 0s® BEH00839M05WOLEHWIG bolosML
5356905, mdo 30 PoEHows LmMgE 0339MG0gd0L I30MHOL30MYdS 0gm. slg3Y,
00MH™0bJwo Mol0BIo L3¢ gmNTo byl »deros 0bYmO H5ds9EgdOL Lomsboswm
50gdsl, HMymOo3 0gm 1937 gl 053mbool dog® 65630680 Bsgbogro Lobslidoglg.

5996030 99900090990 9300 dbmeme d5d0b dgdxzmms, m3s Fobgwo boenbols
£0b655089Md0m 2odMBoEs 0530605 B1gLwIOLYdOL dMBs3M3gdWs® HYbstro m3gsbol
5L53WYO 30MB0gAL FgwyE0s. 3580bE™MbBTs Bobgmol LMEgslimzsbo Ladbg®m EabdsMgds
dbmemE 1941 {gab, 39H-3560MOBY 0530oLbAOL F909y 39HY30GS. 356L 396 w9 3960
0530L §ogbd0 ,0m30 s 6530MbsE0BI0” 506063V, MMI dm353806990ds Bobgml saMdbMdObYL:
3L MBS GOMIMS, HMYMOE 30M39W0 Mobyols dm353806MgL, Do sd om0l bs

93943 m©bgb, HMame 3 dgbsdg Mbyolisl.
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The Communist Party of China: Uniting the Country's Resolve for Resistance

Bryan Gigantino

Thank you for the invitation and to the organizers — it is an honor to be here.

Before addressing the topic at hand — a few words about what has brought us together today —
History.

As both a historian and Marxist, I am well aware of a simple truth many historians know but are
often reluctant to admit — History is always a plane of struggle — for the past, present and future.

In 1940, months before committing suicide to avoid Nazi capture, Walter Benjamin astutely wrote in
his infamous essay “Theses on the Concept of History” -

The only writer of history with the gift of setting alight the sparks of hope in the past, is the one who
is convinced of this: that not even the dead will be safe from the enemy if he is victorious. And this
enemy has not ceased to be victorious.

The end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union turned Benjamin’s words into a
nightmarish prophecy. We live in an era where the historical enemies of socialism have not only won
but actively fight to structure our conceptions of the past by castigating and erasing the struggles and
achievements of socialism in the 19* and 20 centuries.

Whether it is Kamala Harris referring to Donald Trump as a “communist dictator”, or Republican
Congressman Joe Wilson calling for sanctions on Georgia because of its ties with “communist” China,
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or Georgian opposition activists holding signs that read “never back to the USSR” or Ukrainian
nationalists rehabilitating nazi collaborators while claiming the Soviet Union was Russian
imperialism, or Vladimir Putin rejecting the radical, anti-imperial, nationality policies of Lenin
which midwifed the Soviet Union into existence, and connected the world’s first socialist state to an
anti-colonial imagination already bubbling in the global south, socialism’s history is under constant
attack today.

But what does this mean in an era where Cold War competition between a “communist” world and
capitalist world no longer defines the international system? In a moment when US led unipolarity is
making way for multipolarity? When states in the global south, China foremost, are developing

rapidly while the former imperial core is in decline?

Those who thought “the end of History” had come in 1991 want to maintain a narrative of the past as
a linear path that led to a victory over socialism. But not only — they also seek to erase the ties
between European imperialism and fascism which shape their own national narratives and
experiences in order to justify the world as it is, despite the fact that this world they created is
increasingly falling apart.

Nowhere is this clearer than in a recent interview given by Kaja Kallas, Estonian born Vice President
of the European Commission, where she directly denied the critical roles of the Soviet Union and
China in World War 2.

Although the Chinese Communist Party would not come to power until after the war 1949, the CCP
played a critical role in China’s war effort — but recognizing China’s importance is also the
recognitions that the Western European theater of the war was not the only one, that Europe itself is
not the center of the world. This admission would undermine a European-centric universalist
conception of history increasingly under strain. But not only that. It was the role of the Chinese
Communist Party’s ascent to power, the ultimate political beneficiary of the war, which played a key
role in undermining European imperialism in East Asia and inspired the decolonial processes which
swept the global south. Communism, much to the chagrin of those who attack its history as an
aberration , is the history of nations and liberation for millions.

By the 19 century China was a victim of the international system — imperialism and
industrialization organized the world. China’s “century of humiliation” was marked by continual
losses of sovereignty, subject to the whims of foreign powers. Control over concessions by the British,
French, German and Japanese paralleled forms of warfare through trade — like the British
introduction of mass consumed opium in the 19 century and the opium wars that followed. China’s
domestic fracturing, weak state and external imperial forces together created a recurring state of

Crisis.
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In 1919 at the end of World War I when the Versailles Treaty was signed, Germany was forced to
give up its concessions in China. These were then taken over by the Japanese. After losing 100,000
people in WW1 this caused natural resentment.

May 4 1919 — thousands protest in Beijing against “warlordism within, and imperialism from
outside” — this May 4" movement sowed the seeds of a mass anti-imperialist politics.

In 1921, the Chinese Communist Party was founded. Marxism had entered China through study
groups that had originally flirted with anarchism. The Russian Revolution, and in particular Lenin’s
writing on imperialism changed that.

The Russian Revolution was both an inspiration and a key source of material support for the nascent
Chinese Communist Party.

Marxism may have originated in the West but it immediately became a framework for addressing
China’s unique set of problems — domestic disarray and external imperialist pressures, most notably
Japan. The Soviet influence also played a role — while the conditions of the USSR were very different
than China, and this would be reflected in Mao’s reconceptualization of Marxism to address peasant
heavy China, the internal anti-imperial component, the Bolshevik’s orientation to the global south
after the defeat of communists in Germany and tensions between the USSR and Japan created a
natural relationship.

The Chinese Communist Party started as a small and marginal group at a time when nationalist

sentiments were growing.

In 1925, protests at Japanese owned factories in Shanghai resulted in 11 workers being killed by
British controlled police. British troops also killed 52 people in Guangzhou.

Following in the footsteps of Chinese nationalist figure Sun Yat Sen, Chaing Kai Shek emerged as
central figure of a nationalist movement in China, and in 1926 becomes the head of the National
Revolutionary Army — the Kuomintong. After a visit to the Soviet Union, he harbored anti-
communist politics and was always skeptical of working with communists.

Nationalist armies began seizing back more territory in China, while the growing number of
communists in the country began to take part. This relationship was one that, given Chaing Kai
Shek’s anti-communism, was one of strategy that was bound to fall apart. Mao himself acknowledged
on working with the Kuomintong that:

As for the vacillating middle bourgeoise, its right wing must be considered our enemy; even if it is
not yet our enemy it will soon become so. Its left wing may be considered as our friend — but not as

our true friend, and we must be constantly on our guard against it. We must not allow it to create
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confusion within our ranks.
This would turn out to be a prophetic analysis.

In 1927 when the colonial city of Shanghai was finally captured by the Kuomintong, communists
across the city were massacred. The communist-nationalist alliance of convenience against
imperialists was over. Mao and Zhou Enlai then went to the countryside to regroup.

With Chaing Kai Shek in charge now, China began to modernize and develop — albeit with a regime
that held particular hostility for and violence towards communists. This resulted in a civil war in

China between a right wing nationalist state and the Chinese communists.

In 1928 Manchuria, formerly occupied by Japan had come back under Chinese rule. However, in
1931 following a false flag operation by the Japanese military as a pretext to invade, the Japanese
entered Manchuria and occupied it until 1945.

In 1933, the Guomintong Government signed the “Tanggu Truce” with Japan, de facto recognizing
the Japanese occupation of Manchuria. There was massive dissatisfaction with this move. The
Japanese while skeptical of the Guomintong were more hostile to the CCP and communism in
general. This truce also allowed the GMT to consolidate its forces and focus its fight against the CCP
in the north — it was a concession to the Japanese to pursue anti-communist measures domestically. It

lasted until 1937 when hostilities with Japan exploded again.

In China’s countryside, Mao Zedong rose to prominence. Through radical land reform policies he
built a base of support for the Chinese Communist Party in this largely peasant society. His base of
popularity was in Jiangxi, which almost functioned as a parallel state. This popularity only increased
during the Second Sino-Japanese War, known in China as the War of Resistance Against Japanese
Agression, between 1937-1945, during which Japanese war crimes responsible for millions of deaths

took place, an “Asian holocaust”.

China was disunified and in disarray in the lead up to the war. Communists suffered defeats, retreated
and subsequently undertook the “Long March” which further solidified Mao’s position of popularity

and influence.

While Chaing Kai Shek was eventually kidnapped by soldiers aligned with communists, a truce was
eventually signed between the CCP and KMT after the Japanese invaded, thus ending the civil war
and incorporating the Red Army into the National Revolutionary Army, the CCP agreed to work
with Chaing Kai Shek.

The CCP and Red Army functioned independently and were able to continue to build legitimacy,
territorial advantage and support.
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Japan ultimately surrendered on 2 September 1945, following the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Soviet declaration of war and the invasions of Manchuria and Korea. 20 million people had
perished. The Chinese Civil War shortly thereafter resumed though the Chinese Communist Party
came out victorious in 1949 with the Kuomintong eventually fleeing to Taiwan to try and create a
parallel state and claim to be the “legitimate” Chinese government. Ultimately it failed.

The Chinese Communist Party played a key role throughout the war, without sacrificing their vision
of both social revolution and anti-imperialism. The ability to build a new vision of society through
the war effort, and the increase of popularity for the CCP were pivotal. But 1949 also brought an end
to China’s “Century of Humiliation”, connecting a vision of social and economic transformation, the
empowerment of the long fractured state, with the final, albeit not easy, step in a long anti-imperial

struggle.

China’s rise today makes many in the West uncomfortable, precisely because this rise was overseen
not by communist defeat but by its victory.
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